
I have never squandered money on horses, yachts, automobiles or other 
foolish extravagances [he wrote his father]. A fondness for these porcelains 
is my only hobby-the only thing on which I have cared to spend money. 
I have found their study a great recreation and diversion, and I have become 
very foncl of them. This hobby, while a costly one, is quiet and unostentatious 
and not sensational. I am sure that if I had the actual cash on hand, you 
would encourage rather than discourage my development . of so innocent 
and educative an interest. The money put into these porcelains is not lost or 
squandered. It is all there, and while not income-producing, I have every 
reason to believe that even at a forced sale I could get within ten per cent 
of what these things would cost, while a sale under ordinary circumstances 
would certainly realize their full cost value, and, as the years go by, 
more .••• 

Is it unwise for me to gratify a desire for beautiful things, which will be 
a constant joy to my friends and to my children as they grow to appreciate 
them, as well as to myself, when it is done in so quiet and unostentatious a 
manner? ••• 

Much as I want to do this thing-and I think you do not realize how 
much I should like to do it, for you do not know the beauty and charm of 
these works of art-I want more to do what you fully approve, so I have 
ventured to write this long letter, hoping that perhaps this fuller statement 
of the situation may lead you to see it in a somewhat different light.19 
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FIGURE 1.2. Abby Rockefeller and a Kangxi porcelain vase, circa 
1921 . Photograph courtesy of the Rockefeller Archive Center. 





Vase with 
Design of Birds 
and Flowers 
China 

Qing dynasty (1644- 1911) , Kangxi era, 

1662- 1722 

Porcelain with polychrome enamels on the 

biscuit and on the glaze 

H . 22 [n. (SS-9 cm) 

Collection of the National Trust for Historic 

Preservation, Nelson A. Rockefeller bequest, 

Kykuit, NT79.29.247 





Lucy Truman Aldrich at Toshogu Shrine in Nikko, 
Japan, circa 1925. 





Bodhisattva 
China, Hebei province 

Tang period (618-907), first halfof the 

8th century 

Marble 

H . 71 in. (180.3 cm) 

Collection of the National Trust for Historic 

Preservation, Nelson A. Rockefeller bequest, 

Kykuit, 79.29.318 

Abby Aldrich Rockefeller and John D. Rockefeller Jr. acquired this striking life-size 

Tang dynasty sculpture of a bodhisattva in 1926. According to the description 

provided to John D. Rockefeller Jr. by Yamanaka & Company, from whom he 

purchased the sculpture for Abby, the work was discovered at the Lingyan temple 

in the Lingyan mountains near Baodingfu, Hebei province. John D. Rockefeller Jr. 

always trying to get the best deal possible, argued, "I have never enjoyed a mutilated 

statue, and therefore find it hard to reconcile myself to the ... figure, without either 

head or arms." 1 Ultimately he convinced Yamanaka & Company to reduce the cost 

to nearly one-third their original asking price. 

The couple's true feelings for the sculpture were confirmed in 1935 when a 

group of collectors and curators planning an exhibition of Chinese art at the Royal 

Academy in London came to view the Rockefellers' collection. Of this visit Mrs. 

Rockefeller wrote to her sister Lucy Aldrich, "They all agreed that the stone figure in 

the hall [Kykuit, the Rockefellers' estate in Pocantico Hills, New York] was without 

a doubt the most beautiful Chinese figure in existence, and in their opinion it com­

pared favorably with the best Greek sculpture."2 Clearly a much beloved piece, the 

sculpture was displayed by the Rockefellers for many years in their New York resi­

dences. According to family lore, Nelson Rockefeller, while still a boy, was so drawn 

to the sculpture that he asked his mother if she would leave it to him after she passed 

away. Nelson did, indeed, inherit the work from Abby, and after the deaths of both 

his parents, he had it brought to Kykuit, the family home in New York's Hudson 

Valley in the early 1960s. 

The bodhisattva is the epitome of Tang sensuous grace and beauty. The lyrical 

S-shaped movement of the body and an almost lifelike sense of flesh are hallmarks 

of the best sculpture of the period.3 The work has been publicly exhibited only three 

times: at the seminal International Exhibition of Chinese Art, 1935-36, at the Royal 

Academy in London, at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York in the early 

1960s, and at the Asia Society and Museum in New York in the spring of 2006. 

















< Paul Hao 

Nov 23, 2019 9:56 PM 

I have a great news for 
you. nn 

Your Three Autumn Cup is 
real Chenghua Ming 
dynasty . .., 

Nov 24, 2019 8:41 AM 

I attended my friend's 
birthday party yesterday. 
And I met your friend there 
too, Mr. Qiu XiaoJun, he's 
the expert from from 
CCTV. 

Small world. 

He knows Mr. Wu and he's 
100% sure that cup is from 
Ming . .., 



FIGURE 1.6. John D. Rockefeller Jr. and President Xu Shichang of China, Peking. 1921. 
Photograph courtesy of the Rockefeller Archive Center. 

Acquired from the Chinese ceramics collection of the Anne-Marie Rockefeller family. 

Anne-Marie worked as a Norwegian kitchen maid in the 1950s for the grandson of John D. Rockefeller, the 
Honorable Nelson A. Rockefeller. 

Anne-Marie's eventual marriage into the Ropkefeller family encompassed arguably the most publicized and 
romantic Cinderella-style wedding of the 20th Century. 

Naturally, Anne-Marie, henceforth, exposed to a century long Rockefeller family "Passion for Asia," took up an 
Eastern art form, Cloisonne, while her immediate family has travelled to China on more than one hundred 
occasions. 

In 1863 John D. Rockefeller made a ten dollar donation to a Chinese mission while in the same year he exported 
oil for the first time to China. 

In 1865 John O. Rockefeller witnessed in Cleveland, Ohio our U.S. Minister to China, Anson Burlingame, present 
a promising new trade framework with China. 

The 1893 World's Exposition in Chicago presented global coverage of Asian decorative sensibilities. In the 
following year Mrs. Rockefeller, Jr. would travel to Europe with her father Senator Aldrich for direct and favorable 
interaction with the same. 

In 1897 an Edith Wharton book The Decoration of Houses turned the American tastes completely for, among 
other things, Chinese porcelains to accent classical furniture and architecture. 

By 1909 Mr. Rockefeller, Jr. had purchased Kangxi Famille Verte vases. 

In 1915 Mr. Rockefeller, Jr. purchases through famed dealer, Lord Duveen, a mighty swathe of J.P. Morgan's 
collection of Chinese ceramics. 

By 1925 Mrs. Rockefeller, Jr. hosts a Connoisseur Club lecture on Chinese ceramics even in the aftermath of her 
sister Lucy's kidnapping in 1923 by Chinese bandits. 

In 1935 six of Mrs. Rockefeller's ceramics are chosen for exhibition of Chinese art at the Royal Academy of Arts 
in London. 

Of the pieces lent in 1935 was a Tang period (618-907) Hebei Province marble Bodhisattva which some have 
reported to be of the finest Chinese figure existent with its sinewy, natural flow and elegance. 

In 1950 John D. Rockefeller Ill accompanies U.S. Secretary of State John Foster Dulles and General Douglas 
MacArthur for final WWII peace negotiations. He founds the Asia Society in 1956. 

The Mr. and Mrs. John D. Rockefeller Ill collection of 300 objects at the Asia Society is of the finest in America. 

The groom of Anne-Marie's celebrated wedding, Steven, followed family suit for Eastern interests in being a 
college professor of Buddhism for 35 years. 

Anne-Marie's family's Chinese art collection now encompasses over one thousand pieces of relics, calligraphy, 
painting, sculpture, jewelry and ceramics. Over forty million USO of gifts in kind from this collection have already 
been made to The Harvey School, Boston College, Fairfield University, Pace University, and Yale University. 

The Ming Chenghua Three Autumn Cup is famous for its exquisite shape, mellow and picturesque, pure and 
elegant, and .be.autjfuJ deco.rat.ion. The.re a,e an.ly few Three Autumn Cups m the wo.rJd, which a,e even mare 
valuable than the chicken cups, and it is also the treasure of the Forbidden City. 
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